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IN that all-important contribution to
economics, ‘ The Servile Btate,” Hi-
laire RBellog _ably divides the Socialist

.leaders of England into two main groups:

the creators, Blatchford, Hyndman and
Wellg, the
and Shaw. The former inherit

. enough of the English tradition to have,

in spite of their Soclalism, a glimmering
that the tendencies of present-day soni_ew
are not toward The Great State, but
rather toward The Servile Stateé, in which,
through the legislative activities of
modern * social reformers,” the prole-
tariat proper, skilled artisans and such,
wiil be reduced to that congition of chat-
tel slavery which the Middle Ages was
(momentarily) successful in abolishing.
Of the creators, Morris was infinitely
the greater, infinitely the least Bocial-
istic. lndeed, had he lived to-day, we
would find him emphatically denunciatory

. of the international socialist movement tn

all its activities—save one.

This pamphlet makes it clear that Will-
fam Morris was a Syndicalist.

He hated Parlament. The author of
this volume quotes thls saying of his:
“ The real business of the Socialists 1s
to impress on the workers the fact that
they are a class, whereas they ought to
be society. If we mix ourselves up with
Parliament, we shall confuse and &ull
this fact in people’s minds, instead of

, making it clear and intensifying it.”

He was ferociously anti-Fabian, He is
quoted as saying in this most un-Fablan
of Fabian pamphlets:

Philanthropy has had its day and
gone, thrift and selt-halg, are going;
‘pa_rudpat_\on in profits, arhamentar-

road, and the workers will be face to
face at last with the fact that modern
civitization, with its elaborate hierarchy
and iron drill, is f ounde on their in-
tolerable burden. ¢ * They will see
that modern society mn only exist as
long as they bear their burden wlth
some degree of impatience; their- pa-
tience wiil be worn out, and to pieces
modern society will go.

Further he said:

The burden of the statesman is to
balance the greed and fears of the
prictary classes against the necess ﬁes
and demands of the working class. This
is a sorry business, and leads to all
kinds of trickery and evasion, so that
it is more than doubtful whether &
statesman can be a moderately honest
man.

He emphasized ihe Syndlcalist ideal. He
was antagonistic to the ideals political of

. the German Socialist Party of to-day, of

the dominant leaders of the French So-
cialist Party of to-day. He would have
been, had he lived, Ramsay Macdonald's
chief opponent in Engkmd_ He would

——

have argued with Hyndman on Marx,
bis * Capital,” his economic analyses, his
fatalistic bellef in * economic evolution ™
&8s tending (foward the comparatively
prompt™ arrival of The Socfalist State
through the political representation of
Labor in parliamentary bodies. A caree
ful reading of his economic and political
writings gives strongly the impression
that his Earthly Paradise was to consist
of loosely federated guilds owning the
instruments of their industries. The State
was to him an oppressor, because he saw,
a8 Syndicalists and many other * Social-
ists " are discovering, that ownership of
publig utilities by the State means, with
few exceptions, government and control
by the politicians. Morris was a Medi-

" @evalist, He absorbed and gave com-

paratively complete expression to the
economic ideals of the Middle Ages. He
called himself a * Socialist ' because, as
G. K. Chesterton has delightfully ex-
pressed it, in those days one had to call
one’s self a Socialist or be considered a
crook, a sympathizer with the capitalistic
results of the Industrial Revolution, an
opponent of the justifiable claims of
Labor, “ News from Nowhere” was a
poetic expression of the economic creed
of the Master. His wallpapers were an-
other. And in eacn the ideals he there
expressed were combatively in opposition
to the methods and creeds of the Sociallit
movement. Some day we shall appreciate
Morris’s economic teachings. That wiit
be when we come to realize that capital-
istic soclety is developing not, as Marx
prophesied, into a Socialistic State, but
more and more toward an abrupt return
to those servile conditions which, by law,
shall break society into two parts, the
freeman and the slave, in proportion of
one to ten thousand. h W.

RELIGIOUS ENCYCLOPAEDIA

The fifth volume has been issued of
the “ Encyclopaedia of Religion and
Ethics " which is undergoing publication
under the editorial direction of the Rev.
Dr. James Hastings. There are a great
many notable articles in the volume, con-~
tributed by scholars of standing in all
parts of the world. Among those of
major interest are: ‘" Edwards zand the
New England Theology,” by Prof. Ben-
jamin B. ‘Warfield of Princeton Theo-
logical Seminary; ‘ Ethics and Morality,”
treated with respect to various races
and religions by sixteen authoritative
writers; “ Fafth,” (Buddhist, Christian,
Greek, Hindu, Moslem, and Roman,) by
Prof. William Morgan of Kingston, Can~
ada, and othersy ‘“ Festivals and Fasts,”
covering all parts of the world, by the_
Rev. Dr. John A. MacCulloch of England,
and others; *“ Dreams and Sleep,” by An-
drew Lang, Alfred Edward Taylor, and
others; ‘ Davidians, (South India),”” by
Robert W. Frazer of London; “ Dress,”™
by Alfred Ernest Crawley of England;

“ Druids,” by Dr. MacCulloch; * Drunk-
enness,” by ¥. Sutherland Scot-
land; ** Dua.llsm by Rudolf Chn.sto h
Eucken, and others‘ ** Eiconomics,”
Stanley Turner of _Scotland, n.ng
“Education,” by Prof. John Adams
é.ggsdgn, and others. (Charles Sc.rlbner'n
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